
 
 

PSC 789 
Fall 2016 

 
PSC 789R-1001 Special Topic: Advanced Studies in Political Theory- The Problem of Justice 

 
The goal of this course is to examine justice, the central issue of politics and political science. It will 
examine how justice is understood by classical thinkers such as Thucydides and Plato, and it will 
contrast this with modern accounts. The course requires extensive preparation before each class and a 
willingness to participate actively in seminar discussions. Students will write three papers. 
 
Learning Outcomes: 
 
Students will analyze closely and carefully original texts (mostly in translation) and think, discuss, and 
write about them critically and effectively. 
 
Students will encounter and reflect upon political and moral arguments from a diverse set of thinkers or 
from cultures or era distant from our own. 
 
Students will acquire the knowledge and skills necessary to produce competent research that is 
publishable in peer-reviewed outlets. 
 
Required Texts: 

 
The landmark Thucydides, edited by Robert B. Strassler; translated by Richard Crawley, with an 

introduction by Victor Davis Hanson. New York: Simon & Schuster/ Touchstone, 1998. 
 

Gorgias; translated by James Nichols. Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1998. 
 
 

Course Grade  

1. 5-6 page paper due 20% 
2. 7-8 page paper due 25% 
3. 9-10 page paper due 35% 
4. Participation 20% 

 
Attendance is mandatory. Unexcused absences will lower the course grade. Absences can be excused 
with documentary evidence of illness or family emergency. For absences due to religious observances, 
see below. 

Tentative Reading Schedule 
 

Sep. 1. No class. Read the first two books of Thucydides as background for next week’s first 
meeting. Sep. 8. Thucydides. Book I. sections 1-22; 66-88. Hobbes. Leviathan. Chapters 13-15. 
 
Sep. 15. Thucydides. Book I. sections 118-28; 139-146. Book II. sections 7-28; 
34-47. Sep. 22. Thucydides. Book II. sections 48-65. Book III. sections 1-50. 
First paper due. 
 



 
 
Sep. 29. Thucydides. Book III. sections. 51-88. Book IV. sections 1-41; 52; 65; 80; 
104-07; 120-21. Hobbes. Leviathan. 13. 

Oct. 6. Thucydides. Book V. sections 10-26; 43-48; 84-116. 

Oct. 13. Thucydides Book VI. sections 1-74; 88-93. 

Oct. 20. Thucydides. Book VII. sections 1-19; 29-30; 39-87. Book VIII sections 1-5, 45-53, 68-70, 81-86 
97 

Oct. 27. Plato. Gorgias. 447a-464b. Hobbes Leviathan chapter 4, 5, 46 (beginning).  

Nov. 3. Plato. Gorgias. 464b-481b. second paper due. 
 
Nov. 10. Plato. Gorgias. 481b-
492c. Nov. 17. Plato. Gorgias. 
492d-505d. Nov. 24. 
Thanksgiving. No meeting. Dec. 1. 
Plato. Gorgias. 505d-519e. 
 
Dec. 8. Plato. Gorgias. 520a-527e. third paper due. 
 
Recommended Secondary Reading 
 
THUCYDIDES 
 
Bolotin, David. “Thucydides.” In Leo Strauss and Joseph Cropsey, ed., History of political 

philosophy, 3rd ed. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1986: 7-31 JA81.S75 1987 (also 
available in the 2d. ed.) 

 
Bruell, Christopher. “Thucydides’ view of Athenian imperialism.” American Political Science Review 

68 (1974): 1680-81 JA1.A6 
 
Forde, Steven P. “Thucydides on ripeness and conflict resolution.” International Studies Quarterly 

48.1 (2004): 177-96 D839.I56 
Monoson, S. Sara. “Citizen as erastes: erotic imagery and the idea of reciprocity in the Periclean Funeral 

Oration.” Political Theory 22.2 (1994): 253-76 JA1 .A1 P64 (ER) 
 
Orwin, Clifford. The humanity of Thucydides, 2nd. ed. rev. Princeton: Princeton U.P., 1997 DF229.T6 

O76 1994 
 
Strauss, Leo. The city and man. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1978 [1964] JC73.S8 

 
GORGIAS 

Buzzetti, Eric, “The Injustice of Callicles and the Limits of Socrates’ Ability to Educate a Young 
Politician.” Ancient Philosophy 25 (2205): 25-48. 

Fussi, Alessandra, “The Myth of the Last Judgment in the Gorgias,” in the Review of Metaphysics, Vol. 
54 (2001): 529-52 

Klosko, George, “The Insufficiency of Reason in Plato’s Gorgias,” The Western Political Quarterly, 
Vol. 36, No. 4 (Dec. 1983): 579-95 



 
 
Saxonhouse, Arlene, “An Unspoken Theme in Plato’s Gorgias: War,” in Interpretation, Vol. 11 (1983): 

139-69 

Stauffer, Devin, The Unity of Plato’s Gorgias: Rhetoric, Justice, and the Philosophic Life (Cambridge, 
2006). 

 
Academic Misconduct— Academic integrity is a legitimate concern for every member of the campus 
community; all share in upholding the fundamental values of honesty, trust, respect, fairness, responsibility 
and professionalism. By choosing to join the UNLV community, students accept the expectations of the 
Student Academic Misconduct Policy and are encouraged when faced with choices to always take the ethical 
path. Students enrolling in UNLV assume the obligation to conduct themselves in a manner compatible with 
UNLV’s function as an educational institution. 
An example of academic misconduct is plagiarism. Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of another, from 
the Internet or any source, without proper citation of the sources. See the Student Academic Misconduct 
Policy (approved December 9, 2005) located at: https://www.unlv.edu/studentconduct/student-conduct. 
 
Copyright—The University requires all members of the University Community to familiarize themselves 
with and to follow copyright and fair use requirements. You are individually and solely responsible for 
violations of copyright and fair use laws. The university will neither protect nor defend you nor 
assume any responsibility for employee or student violations of fair use laws. Violations of copyright 
laws could subject you to federal and state civil penalties and criminal liability, as well as disciplinary action 
under University policies. Additional information can be found at: http://www.unlv.edu/provost/copyright. 
 
Disability Resource Center (DRC)— Disability Resource Center (DRC)—The UNLV Disability 
Resource Center (SSC-A 143, http://drc.unlv.edu/, 702-895-0866) provides resources for students with 
disabilities. If you feel that you have a disability, please make an appointment with a Disabilities Specialist 
at the DRC to discuss what options may be available to you. If you are registered with the UNLV Disability 
Resource Center, bring your Academic Accommodation Plan from the DRC to the instructor during office 
hours so that you may work together to develop strategies for implementing the accommodations to meet 
both your needs and the requirements of the course. Any information you provide is private and will be 
treated as such. To maintain the confidentiality of your request, please do not approach the instructor in 
front of others to discuss your accommodation needs.  
 
Religious Holidays Policy— Any student missing class quizzes, examinations, or any other class or lab 
work because of observance of religious holidays shall be given an opportunity during that semester to make 
up missed work. The make-up will apply to the religious holiday absence only. It shall be the responsibility 
of the student to notify the instructor within the first 14 calendar days of the course for fall and spring 
courses (excepting modular courses), or within the first 7 calendar days of the course for summer and 
modular courses, of his or her intention to participate in religious holidays which do not fall on state 
holidays or periods of class recess.  For additional information, please visit: 
http://catalog.unlv.edu/content.php?catoid=6&navoid=531. 
 
Transparency in Learning and Teaching—The University encourages application of the transparency 
method of constructing assignments for student success. Please see these two links for further information: 
 
https://www.unlv.edu/provost/teachingandlearning 
 
https://www.unlv.edu/provost/transparency 
 
Incomplete Grades—The grade of I—Incomplete—can be granted when a student has satisfactorily 



 
 
completed three-fourths of course work for that semester/session but for reason(s) beyond the student’s 
control, and acceptable to the instructor, cannot complete the last part of the course, and the instructor 
believes that the student can finish the course without repeating it. The incomplete work must be made up 
before the end of the following regular semester for undergraduate courses. Graduate students receiving “I” 
grades in 500-, 600-, or 700-level courses have up to one calendar year to complete the work, at the 
discretion of the instructor. If course requirements are not completed within the time indicated, a grade of 
F will be recorded and the GPA will be adjusted accordingly. Students who are fulfilling an Incomplete do 
not register for the course but make individual arrangements with the instructor who assigned the I grade. 

 
Tutoring and Coaching—The Academic Success Center (ASC) provides tutoring, academic success 
coaching and other academic assistance for all UNLV undergraduate students. For information regarding 
tutoring subjects, tutoring times, and other ASC programs and services, visit http://www.unlv.edu/asc or 
call 702-895-3177. The ASC building is located across from the Student Services Complex 
(SSC). Academic success coaching is located on the second floor of the SSC (ASC Coaching Spot). Drop-
in tutoring is located on the second floor of the Lied Library and College of Engineering TEB second floor. 

 
UNLV Writing Center—One-on-one or small group assistance with writing is available free of charge to 
UNLV students at the Writing Center, located in CDC-3-301. Although walk-in consultations are 
sometimes available, students with appointments will receive priority assistance. Appointments may be 
made in person or by calling 702-895-3908. The student’s Rebel ID Card, a copy of the assignment (if 
possible), and two copies of any writing to be reviewed are requested for the consultation. More 
information can be found at: http://writingcenter.unlv.edu/. 

 
Rebelmail—By policy, faculty and staff should e-mail students’ Rebelmail accounts only. Rebelmail is 
UNLV’s official e-mail system for students. It is one of the primary ways students receive official university 
communication such as information about deadlines, major campus events, and announcements. All UNLV 
students receive a Rebelmail account after they have been admitted to the university. Students’ e-mail 
prefixes are listed on class rosters. The suffix is always @unlv.nevada.edu. Emailing within WebCampus 
is acceptable. 
 
Final Examinations—The University requires that final exams given at the end of a course occur at the 
time and on the day specified in the final exam schedule.  See the schedule at: 
http://www.unlv.edu/registrar/calendars. 

  
Library statement: 
Students may consult with a librarian on research needs. For this class, the Subject Librarian is 
(https://www.library.unlv.edu/contact/librarians_by_subject). UNLV Libraries provides resources to 
support students’ access to information. Discovery, access, and use of information are vital skills for 
academic work and for successful post-college life. Access library resources and ask questions 
at https://www.library.unlv.edu/. 
 


